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grown-up children, so that in the case of a family of six the tax
b £18 per year. This tax, as Lord Ampthill stated in the House
of Lords, was on promise of repeal during the last session of Parlia-
ment. This was a promise made to Gokhale when he came to
South Africa. The second thing is the marriage difficulty. I see
wild statements made to the effect that we are trying to alter the
whole basis of the marriage law of South Africa and to legalize
polygamy. Nothing can be further from our thought than that.
All we ask for is the restoration of the status that existed before the
Scmrle judgment, and that is, legal recognition of monogamous
marriages according to our own religious rites. Surely, this does
not mean any alteration of the basis of the marriage law of South
Africa, We have certainly asked for the admission of the existing
plural wives of the Indians who are domiciled here, but for no legal
recognition of their status. This has been done before, and we
simply ask for its continuation. It affects a very small number
of Indian women. You will be surprised to know that the law of
South Africa has actually, in the interests of the planting com-
munity, even legally recognized polygamy in the case of the in-
dentured Indians. But we are asking for no such legal recognition
for plural wives of free Indian settlers. The third point is the reten-
tion of the right of South Africa-bora Indians to enter the Gape by
reasoa of their birth. The fourth point is the Free State difficulty.
This is almost settled. We claim that the new Act does not mean
that an Indian who may possibly enter the Free State is required
to make as an immigrant the Free State declaration as to prohibi-
tion of holding landed property, to farm and to trade. If such is
the interpretation placed upon the law by the Government also,
there is no dispute. If the Government make that admission, the
whole difficulty is solved. (Applause.)
That this meeting hdd under the auspices of the British
Indian Association endorses the action taken by Mr. Gachalia in
his letter to the Government, and congratulates the pioneers from
Natal who are waiting in His Majesty's gaol at Vereeniging. This
meeting further resolves upon the immediate talcing up of passive
and to continue it until the requests contained in
Mr. Cachalia's letter ane granted.   The meeting respectfully urges
the Union Government to grant that request in fairness to the
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